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We often hear that little children are discovery learners who learn best when using as many
senses as possible. So to help you and your children learn Bible stories together, take delight in
dramatic play! Acting out Bible story action helps young children to learn Bible truths because
drama involves their bodies and their minds. And since young children love repetition, hear-
ing and acting out the Bible story over and over delights them as it reinforces Bible truth in
their minds and hearts!

• Read the story aloud from a children’s Bible, a Bible storybook or this paper before you begin so 
that everyone will be familiar with the story. 

• Expect children under three to simply make motions as you direct them, since their ability to use
words is limited. As children mature, they may enjoy repeating lines after you, making motions 
and interacting with others in dramatic play. 

• Children love to dress up when they are provided with a variety of interesting clothing items and
props. There is probably plenty of costume potential in discards from your closet. Towels, sheets 
or lengths of fabric work well for Bible-times clothing. Old ties and scarves make great Bible-times
belts and headbands. And don’t forget clunky costume jewelry! 

As you and your children enjoy acting out the Bible story events, help your children apply Bible truth 
to their lives as they play. Acknowledge and encourage their positive actions. “Stephanie, I see you 
are sharing the scarves with Matt. That’s a way to be kind, like our Bible says! Thank you!”

parenttalkparenttalk

We’re thinking of taking a trip with friends who have children the ages
of our kids. Any suggestions?

Vacationing with another family can be wonderful fun—complete with built-in playmates! But here are a
few things to consider.

• Know the other family. Don’t assume that your child (or you!) will enjoy playing with their kids or that
your spouse (a hiker) will enjoy sharing a vacation with a person with whom he or she has little in
common (a swimmer). 

• Know your parenting styles. If you and your friends discipline your children in different ways, how
will you expect your vacation mates to respond to your children?  How will you respond to theirs? 

• Agree on a safety plan to ensure that each child is adequately supervised at all times. Sometimes
when several adults are together, a child can go unnoticed just long enough for trouble to happen.

• Plan ahead on the money angle. If you did the inviting, what do you expect your friends to pay for?
What’s included and what isn’t? Will you rotate paying for meals?

Consider these and other concerns together over a cup of coffee. Thoughtful preparation of discipline
guidelines, safety issues and financial concerns will allow for much more time for fun!
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